What We Do

The Institute for the Study of
Nature is an intellectual agora,
a locus of discussion, debate,
and cooperation for reconsider-
ing the question, “What is Na-
ture?” We seck to open a space
for scholars who appreciate the
value of this question to discuss
and to advance their research.
We also seek to restore to sci-
ence essential ideas lost over
the years by equipping the ris-
ing generation of scientists to
ask the foundational questions

too often taken for granted.

Hans Jonas, 20th-century philosopher of
nature.

Some Questions about Nature

e Are natural wholes real? Do the structural princi-
ples that unify them make them more than the
sum of their parts?

¢ |s there a reasonable sense in which natural
things move toward goals?

¢ Do natural kinds have any basis in objective real-
ity? Is there any way that science can operate
without a grasp of universal properties and es-
sences of things of a given kind?

* s classical hierarchy of being (inanimate, plant,
animal, and rational) defensible?

¢ How complete are the mathematical and me-
chanical models of nature used by modern sci-
ence?

e What is the relationship between the classical
and modern modes of understanding nature?
Can the classical modes be modified, purified,
and updated to complement modern knowledge?
What do they uniquely contribute?
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